NERD Constitution

*Article I-Name

The name of this organization shall be NERD (Neuroscience Education & Research at Denison).
*Article II-Purpose

The purpose of this organization shall be to promote neuroscience as widely as possible throughout the Denison community.
Article III-Affiliation
Section 1.  This organization has no affiliations with national or regional organizations. 
*Section 2.  This organization shall abide by the constitution and bylaws of the Denison Campus Governance Association and the regulations and policies of Denison University.  

*Section 3. If it is suspected that this organization has violated its own constitution or the constitution and bylaws of DCGA, it will be subject to an audit and investigation by the DCGA Rules Committee.  
a. Pending the results of such an investigation, the DCGA Rules Committee will make a recommendation to the Finance Committee and the Senate as a whole concerning future financial and approval procedures.

Article III-Membership

*Section 1.  Regular membership in this organization shall be open to any full-time or part-time student, faculty member, staff member or administrator of Denison University.  

Section 2. N/A
*Section 3. No person shall be denied membership of this organization on the basis of age, gender, race, ethnicity, color, creed, sexual orientation, religion, national origin, political affiliation, marital status, veteran status or physical challenges.
Section 4. A member can be removed from NERD if his/her actions or inactions harm the success of the organization or its mission or its members.
Article IV-Officers

*Section 1.  Officers of the organization shall be as follows:

A. President (or equivalent)

B. Vice President (or equivalent)

C. Treasurer (or equivalent)

*Section 2.  Near the conclusion of each academic year, officers of this organization shall be elected for the following academic year by a majority vote, a quorum being present, as defined in Article V, Section 2. An exception to this rule is permitted in the first year of NERD’s existence, in which officers will be determined at a time shortly after the start-up requirements have been completed by the NERD advisor.
*Section 3.  Officers shall take office at the start of the academic year, and will hold their office throughout the academic year. 
* Section 4.  Officers shall not be on academic or disciplinary probation at the time of their elections and throughout their term in office.

*Section 5.  Duties of Officers.

A. The President shall:

1. Conduct all official business meetings of this organization for their term, acting as presiding officer.

2. Co-sign all checks of this organization.

3. Distribute and process the communications between members.

4. Actively help organize student presentations, movie nights, and students working on the Brain Bee.

B. The Vice-President shall:

1. Preside over meetings in the absence of the President.
2. Co-sign checks with the Treasurer.

3. Actively help organize student presentations, movie nights, and students working on the Brain Bee.

C. The Treasurer shall:

1. Keep minutes and records when deemed necessary by a majority vote of this organization, a quorum being present

2. Keep accurate records of all official financial matters and dues.
3. *Co-sign all checks with another executive officer.

4. *Serve as liaison to the DCGA Finance Committee

5. Actively help organize student presentations, movie nights, and students working on the Brain Bee.

*Section 5. An officer can be impeached if his/her actions or inactions (i.e., negligence) have significantly impeded the organization, or its mission, or its members. Impeachment requires a 2/3 supermajority, quorum being present. 
*Section 5.  Should it be found that an office is vacant, whether by removal or resignation, then a special election will be held to fill the vacancy at the next meeting. The special election will follow the rules specified in article IV, section 2. 
Article V – Meetings

*Section 1.  A regularly scheduled general meeting shall be held at least twice a semester.  The officers may call additional meetings when the need arises.

*Section 2.  A quorum shall consist of 50% of the regular members.

* Section 3.  A quorum shall be present in order for any official business to be conducted.  Official business shall include election of officers and any other major decisions affecting the organization as a whole.

Article VI-Committees

Section 1. The officers of the organization shall have the authority to create any standing or special committees that will further the purpose of the organization. 

Article VII-Advisor

*Section 1.  This organization shall have one advisor who shall be a Denison University faculty member or professional staff member.

*Section 2. If the advisor position becomes vacant, the NERD officers will create a list of possible candidates, rank order the list, and approach the candidates in that sequence.
Article VIII- Finances

*Section 1.  If the organization dissolves, any accumulated funds will be returned to the DCGA.

Section 2.  Dues shall be determined by the officers of the organization, subject to the approval of a majority vote, quorum being present, at the meeting of the organization.

Article IX-Amendments

*Section 1.  All amendments to this constitution require previous notice of at least 1 week prior to being discussed and voted upon.

*Section 2.  All amendments require a 2/3 vote, quorum being present, for adoption.

*Section 3.  Amendments become effective only after approval by the Rules Committee of the DCGA.
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